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Install “Active Directory Domain Services”, and Promote “DC1” to a “Domain Controller” 

1. To prepare the virtual machine, open PowerShell as administrator and type the following command to rename 

the machine to “DC1” 

 

2. Configure static IP configuration before installing Active Directory, you can do that using Network 

Connections from Control panel or using PowerShell as follows 

• Use ipconfig to know the interface name 
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• Use the following command to set the IP Address, Subnet Mask and the Default Gateway 

 

• Use the following command to configure DNS server address 

 

 

3. Open Server Manager, Select Add Roles and Features 
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4. In “Before you begin” window, review the required tasks and make sure you finished them before you continue 

 

 

 

5. For the installation type keep the selection on “Role-based or feature-based installation”, and click Next 
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6. In “Select Destination Server” window, click Next 

 

 

7. In Select Server Roles window, select “Active Directory Domain Services” 
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8. In the popup window click “Add Features” to accept the required features to be installed. 

 

 

9. Finally click Install to finish the Installation 

10. After the installation is finished, you can start promoting this server to a "Domain Controller" from the 

highlighted link "Promote this server to a domain controller" 
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11. In the Deployment Configuration window, Select "Add a new forest", and type the root domain name 

"lab.local", then click Next. 

 

12. In the Domain controller Options window, leave the check box marked for "Domain Name System (DNS) 

server, because this is the first server in the environment and there is no DNS installed yet. 

Type the AD restore mode password "Pa$$word", then click next.
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13. In the DNS Options window, ignore the warning and click next. 

 

 

14. On the additional Options window, you will find the domain NetBIOS name, click next. 
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15. On the Paths windows, don't change the default paths, and click next. 

 

16. In the “Review Options” window, check the script if you want, and click Next 
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17. In the “Prerequisites Check” window, click Install. 

 

Join “Client1” to the Domain 

1. Rename the “Windows 7” VM to the name “Client1” 

2. Prepare “Client1” to join the domain by configuring the following static IP configuration 

 

One of the common issues is to forget to set the DNS server address to the DNS in your Domain 
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3. We can join the domain using the GUI. Go to Control Panel then System Properties, or you can use the 

following command in PowerShell 

(Run PowerShell as Administrator) 

Add-Computer -DomainName lab.local -Credential Administrator -Restart 

It will ask for the Administrator password, and then restarts. 
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